Pioneers in Tropical America

sages into the open sea, but which turned out to be land-
locked gulfs, and peninsulas at first seeming like islands.
Drake's men, however, soon realized that the regions
lying to the south of the straits were no great Antarctic
continent, but simply a collection of islands beyond which,
to the south, lay a great ocean. They noticed an island
in the eastern part of the straits which was apparently
an active volcano, rising high into the heavens and dis-
charging flames and smoke. On the shores of the straits
and on the islands they observed great numbers of pen-
guins. Some of these had on their heads upright tufts
of feathers, like the crest of a peacock, and red circles
about their eyes, "which became them well". Of these
penguins in one day they killed no less than three thousand^
as they considered them "a very good and wholesome
victual". The little fleet of English vessels met with many
difficulties in its passage of Magellan's Straits owing to
the violent and contrary winds. The mountains of Tierra
del Fuego on the south, and of Brunswick Peninsula (as
it was afterwards called) on the north, were high (in some
cases over 6000 feet), and from the clefts in their snow
peaks rushed down violent winds, blowing from all the
directions of the compass, and sometimes meeting where
the ship was in one tremendous whirling hurricane that
seemed to dig, as it were, into the sea water and raise it up
on the rocky coasts into tremendous cascades, which fell
again in a salt rain. The sea, moreover, was so deep that
it was impossible to anchor out in the open strait The
men were scared by the grisly sight of the frozen moun-
tains covered with ice and snow, and they were chilled to
the very marrow with the cold. Yet at the base of the
mountains there would be sweet pastures and dense forests,
even though the trees were sometimes crushed with the